
Where Does All That Honey Come From ?

HONEY  CHEMISTRY
    Honeybees bring in pollen and nectar from flowers, and use these as food for the baby bees. Brewers typically don’t care about the pollen,
which is okay. The nectar is collected by the honeybee, visiting 50 to 100 flowers each trip. It will take the nectar of about two million flowers
to make a pound of honey. Honeybees will travel from two to five miles out from the hive in search of pollen and nectar. The nectar is placed in
the honey stomach for the trip back to the hive. There, it combines with enzymes to start converting the nectar from plant sugars into simple
sugars that the bees can more readily digest.
    When they arrive at the hive, the bee throws up, and a house bee will suck up the nectar and place it into a honeycomb cell. There, the nectar
is dried by the bees by inducing airflow. Once the honey is down to about 17% moisture, the cell will be capped with more beeswax, which is kind
of like a bee Tupperware.
    Sugars make up 98% of the solids in honey. The identity of individual honey is derived from the identities and concentrations of the nectars
from the different flowers. Honey is made up of primarily fructose and glucose, with a smattering of other sugars.
    Early springtime is the best time to get involved in starting up a beehive or two. There is a local beekeeping organization that provides
mentors to help, and used equipment is available. You can expect to get started with an investment of about $100 a hive, plus about $50 for some
basic equipment. Start reading through your local library, or hook up with a local beekeeping association.

NEXT  ISSUE:  Honey Basics & Buying Honey
WEBSITES:   Mwba1.tripod.com - beekeeping      Honey.com – honey stuff (5)

MIKE  CHALTRY’S  BELGIAN  WIT  - PART  ONE

(Continued  from Page 7)

Crushing Malt  in
Crankenstein malt mill

Mixing mash Mashtun insulation box Box withMashtun

Filling Zapap lauter
tun

Vorlauf w/ fat guy “The Happy Sparger”
hightech sparging apparatus

Cold break rest Blowoff setupImmersion chiller Chilling w/ immersion chiller

Weighed ingredients


